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Bogdan & Zdzistaw Goéralczyk

CHINA FROM AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

The authors analyze China’s changing role in the international relations, They
indicate that China was not only the state but also the cradle and a center of a civili-
zation which contributed a lot to the human civilization. They also point out the
complexity of the term ,,China” from a political perspective: the presence of the
state of People’s Republic of China, the two particular post-colonial enclaves (Hong
Kong and Macau), Taiwan and of the Chinese communities abroad and the states
they created, i.e. Singapore. They present the term ,,Greater China” in its various
meanings.

Another great problem briefly outlined here relates to the modernization of this
country. The authors indicate an enormous scale of this process in such a giant
country and its historical difficulties.

In this context they present the results of the reforms in the last 25 years. They
conclude that the aim indicated by Deng Xiaoping — to quadruple China’s GNP
— has been achieved. The authors indicate other economic and social achieve-
ments, as well as various problems and challenges connected with such a rapid
cconomic development. In their opinion, China’s political system and its changes
essentially correspond to the so-called »Asian values”. The Chinese leaders openly
rejected the Western model of democracy and have chosen the authoritarian mo-
dels of the ,,Asian tigers” that already demonstrated their efficiency in granting
economic development and modernization. The authors remain as an open qu-
estion the possibility of successful application of these models to China. It is not
certain that the combination of free market cconomy with an authoritarian politi-

cal system so efficient in the case of Singapore, South Korea or Taiwan, will
bring a similar success to the mainland China.
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The authors indicate that Professor Zbignicw 1.3rzezinskj was probably rlghdt
to consider China as a raising regional power. This process is in _thc cc.)ursefatlllle
the unification of the country constitutes its precondltlop. The umﬁ]i:atlon o he
two enclaves, Hong Kong and Macau, was alres%dy achieved. Muc lrnort; ctothe
plex is the problem of Taiwan (presented in detail). It dese.:rves at.tt‘antloln ﬁtical
proposed ,,unified China” will maintain to some degree its traditional po
plui::férrl&ing to the authors, China is on hcr. way to the status qf a gl;)ballpcr):lr:f
and the world must adjust itself to this new sﬁgatmn. Howeve}', itisc o:'c y >
ted to the unification with Taiwan. A real social ar.1d economic u;tegTa 10ni :; -
this island is progressing, but its younger generations could b; ess co:svofﬂle
that a political unification is necessary. Its prospects depend on_t e.tsucczlts' fihe
modernization process on the continent, but nobody coyld p{'edlctf 1Cshr_cs e , con
sidering various difficulties. On the other hanq, the umﬁ,c,:e'ttlon 0 rltnflt A;:n nes
on Washington and Tokyo as well, and the ,,Taiwan card” is an 1m§o ta t Ameri-
can asset that provides some control over ?h.e developn.lents‘ int e;i reg der.njza_
Chinese communities abrcad could also facilitate thelumﬁcatlon and mo erniza-
tion processes. Thus nobedy could predict \.vhen (:1h1na could becomedaWhether
gional power fully autonomous in her relations w1'th other powc]::'s an hother
and when she will be a global power, although her infiuence on the wor

can be noticed even today.
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Edward Halizak

US-CHINA RELATIONS: PARTNERS OR RIVALS
IN THE 215" CENTURY

&

4%:?5;; The end of Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union entirely changed
the US—China relations, China’s economic growth and the PRC’s increasing si-
gnificance in the world affairs granted to this country a new status: of the main
partner of the States. Hence the US-China relations initiated to resemble, to some
extend, the relations with the USSR in the past, although China’s policy in the

research centers see the People’s Republic of China as an emerging power in the
US-China relations. There are three periods in US-China relations:

1 - from 19% century to 1972 when US recognized China as a political power;
2 — the years 1972-1989 when institutional and legal foundations of mutual rela-
tionship were established; 3 - the after-Cold War period during which a new
formula of bilateral relations was looked for, to contain elements of both compe-
tition and cooperation.

Kazimierz Starzyk

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND WTO

Chins'scoonomy o ncentiv o purs ket refovsolnted o depening
E:ll(ga::;; flf: ICI;;::E:::: :EJEEE;IWMI tlljle world economy and getting benefits from
the;‘?l?raia:izgiilnlzbfogiﬂ:: lféoxlzlé'ro will_also brmglzubs?:c;iaslt egfl:lﬁﬂb;ﬁ(fét;
iciﬂlﬁftig;:t:ig?a?igcll} i:;’z: C;r? ?rrlrgn‘:’ig: tgfv::t)iz tht;adeve};opment of a new

global economic order.
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Bohdan Kikolski

HONG KONG: THE THREE YEARS
AFTER THE UNIFICATION

e T};};: c1‘:'earsl,1 ngpagtal:ed by some circles, that the unification of Hong Kong with
wili bring there a ,,Communist revolution”
: » . » proved to be groundless.
}l\i;ter 19?7 t_he independence of the city and previous civil freedoms were essen-
tialy n.l.a.untamed. One can notice, however, some changes.
| Beijing’s authqr?tles control the city’s legal system, on the request of its Legi-
stature, not t!1e British ones. Mass media are free but under new political circum-
Is( ances restrict by themselves their criticism towards the PRC. Numerous Hong
: ong Chinese that previously emigrated return. Political and social stability has
.eel';‘ }iestorf_:d al}g the PRC ’s support facilitated overcoming of the financial cri-
Is)lsr.t Z ani;f-‘Be;ng political forces still operate, but enjoy much less social sup
ort and sufier factional struggle. The protests i ' ti-
cal field to the social one. P > Hong Kong moved from polt
‘ Th; Hong Kong economy overcame the consequences of the Asian financial
;n:;:i y'20q0. I.{evenues of the banking sector are on the rise and the number of
bi]‘ ngI 1nts;1t111t10ns amounts to 1580. Daily currency trade amounted to USD 91
thon. In the last 3 years th - i i
ittt years the state-of the art operational financial methods were
‘m??g‘gong has S}zrvived as a powerful international center of investment ca-
?}1 TArising ﬁnanc:la.l potential resulted in inviting Hong Kong as the only non-
“;;I?;mzir ;;/Itl::he Fcllnz;lnmal Stability Forum. In 2000 regional offices of the
ank, and t i
Hong Kong ¢ Bank for International Settlements were opened in
Hong Kong continues to be primarily the international brokerage center. This

function will be strengthened in the 21+ ich i : .
WTO membership. century which is connected with China
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Bogumil Rychtowski

ASIAN GIANTS AND THEIR ROLE
IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD

i A century ago the Asian countries constituted a ,,backward periphery” of the
world and ,,Asia” was identified in the West with poverty and backwardness,
although the demographic potential inspired some fears and concepts of the ,,yel-
low threat”. Japan was first to challenge the Western domination, and China was
the second.

In the last decades the balance of power in the world initiated to change and
one can notice not only the fascinating economic growth of Asian countries but
also a revival of Asian civilizations. The new three powers of the 21* century
emerged: China, Japanand India. Each of them, though in different periods of the
second half of the 20® century, entered the path of dynamic and all-round deve-
lopment as well as introduced radical transformations of their internal structures.
It resulted in changes in economic forces both in Asia and all over the world.

For over 20 years China has had a unique economic growth rate in the world
that changed this country and its role in the world.

Formation of strong state organisms with a great potential of external influen-
ce had an enormous global impact. Firstly, it introduced, or rather started resto-
ring new elements of the global significance into the geopolitical structure of the
world, although on different level and with different interrelations than before.
Secondly, it reduced if not even ended the Western domination over China which
lasted 200 years, enabling the Asian civilizations to be again active beyond pre-
vious fields of their activity. Thirdly, the international community realized the
necessity to incorporate a cultural and civilization heritage of Asia into the world

heritage.

An increasing economic globalization resulting in a new global interdepen-
dence will change a place and role of different Asian states in the global structure
of economic forces. This issue is treated in the final parts of the article.
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Ta Minh Tuan

THE NORMALIZATION OF VIETN
AM-CHIN
RELATIONS: THE 10™ ANNIVERSARY NOTEA

cour.xtries, breaking the state of isolati
out 1ts new open foreign policy.

twe'g:f; ;:c:r;c;nlig ti(:s'hax.fe sliggiﬁcantly improved, If the total trade turnover be
untries in 1 valued only US$ 290.84 mill;i -
2000 was US$ 2,957 million. No ina is Vi i trae e of
\ - Now China is Vietnam«s third tr di
to the end of 1999 China had 42 inve ' otal rop mareg ooy
stment i i
of over US$ 102.2 million in Vietnam. Hongrf?ems S conmide el usset

21 ‘ 1, if to conside i
the ,,Greater China ’, which includes Chi stment of

Taiwan and Hong Kong, China’s total inve-

stment will increase sharply, perh i ;
FDI in (b perind 1988—1r19)9)’;'_ perhaps accounting for 22.8% of Vietnam’s total

The two countries signed maj ies 1
' jor border treaties in 199 '
dation for stable relations in the future. There rcml:in i g2 four-
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Katarzyna Pejda

LOVE IN CHINESE POETRY: THE CLASSICAL SHI TO
THE VERNACULAR BAIHUA POETRY
OF THE YEARS 1917-1942

i@ The authoress outlines the main themes of the classical shi poetry and its
social role. Since it usually reflected the Confucian morality and thought, love
rarely appeared there. Such feelings, if presented, most often have been descri-
bed from the point of view of an abandoned woman (usually a loyal wife). These
poems were commonly interpreted as a political satire and metaphor of honest
officials and scholars, betrayed by selfish politicians or the court. Such an inter-
pretation was facilitated by a certain obscurity. Li Shangyin’s poem is given as an
example,

After the Literary Revolution that started in 1917, the Chinese writers initia-
ted to use a new vernacular language: baihua instead of classical wenyan. The
new literature changed not only the language but the ideological orientation as
well. It often condemned Confucian morality and the traditional social norms.
Chinese intellectuals searched for new ideals in the West. Thus a significance of
an individual and of love was discovered and introduced to China.

Although Chinese writers opposed traditions and advocated many Western
ideas in their works, the great majority of them maintained a traditional approach
to the literature claiming that literature determines (nor reflects) social life and
mores. In this case they believed that the ,new literature” will serve as a means
for the creation of a ,,new society”. That is why they described love in a comple-
tely new light: as an intimate, individual feelings that facilitate liberation from
the traditional Confucian hypocrisy.
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Tytus Sierakowski

THE WEST IN THE EYES OF YOUNG CHINESE
A SURVER OF STUDENTS’ OPINIONS AT NANJING

The author, a Polish student of sociology (from the Warsaw University), who
studies Chinese in Nanjing, conducted there a survey of the students’ opinions.
30 persons of various local universities were interviewed in 2001. His Chinese
colleagues made the interviews, so the opinions were not restricted by the norms
of politeness. The questions concerned their knowledge of Western culture and
attitudes (do they know and like Western food, movies, music, literature). The
most significant and interesting were the questions: would they accept marrying
a Westerner; would they be ready to make business with such a person, do they
see difficulties in communication with a Westerner, what they dislike in the West
and what the West could learn from the Chinese.

There was no a distinct anti-Western group and all of the students manifested
psychological openness towards the West and its culture, although the girls were
slightly more conservative than the boys. Critical opinions on the West concern
first of all the negligence of family life and immoral behavior in the sexual sphe-
re, that is its ,,decadence” in various aspects. However, a hegemonic approach,
imposition of own standards and racism were indicated as well. In their opinion
the West could learn from China the Confucian social and moral norms, They
acknowledge the West’s superiorify in the sphere of technology, science and in
some mental capacities (as creativity), but appear not much attracted by Western
freedoms and ideas of human rights. In general a favorable approach towards the
West prevails, aithough some old stereotypes are still popular and there is
a certain feeling of alienation from the West,
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TOWARZYSTWO AZ]JI
I PACYFIKU

B Towarzystwo zostalo utworzone w 1996 r. .W jego slflad w.chod‘z? lpol'sc.y
badacze Azji rejonu Pacyfiku, jak tez osoby zwiazane z nig swoja dziatalnoscig
zawodowa. Gléwnym celem Towarzystwa jest promowanie Tozwoju wspoipracy
Polski z tym regionem $wiata w réznych dziedzmgc.h, a szczegoh?le wspomﬁgz-
nie badat naukowych dotyczacych Azji WSFh(?dlllej oraz Poludm.owo-\ﬁlls};:_ od-
niej i upowszechnianie wiedzy o tym regionie w Pf)lsce, a takze pogle ianie
znajomosci naszego kraju w Azji rejonu Pacyfiku. Dziala ono narzecz wzajem-
nego poznania i Zrozumienia.

M Sklad Zarzadu Towarzystwa jest nastepujacy: doc. dr hajb..KIzysztof G:awli-
kowski (Prezes, badania Chin i Azji Poludniowo-Wschodniej), dr Marceli Bur-
delski (Wiceprezes, badania Korei), dr Elzbieta Potocka (Sekretarz Generalny,

 badania Japonii), profesor Slawoj Szynkiewicz (badania Mongolii i mniejszoéci

narodowych), dr hab. Waldemar Dziak (badania Chin'i Korei),. doc. Bohdan Ki-
kolski (badania gospodarki Chin), mgr Ryszard Zalski (skarbnik).

B Towarzystwo, razem z Centrum Badan Azji Wschodniej i ISP PAI\-L co roku
organizuje szereg seminariéw i dyskusji naukowych, ktérych efektem jest rocz-

nik Azja-Pacyfik.

B Siedzibg Zarzadu Towarzystwa jest Instytut Studiow Politycznych Polskiej
Akademii Nauk w Warszawie, przy ul Polnej 18/20.



POLSKA RADA AZ]JI-PACYFIKU

El Rada zostaia utworzona w 1997 r, z inicjatywy Towarzystwa Azji i Pacyfiku.
W jej skiad wchodzg znane postacie z roznych partii oraz ugrupowarn politycz-
nych, znani badacze Azji rejonu Pacyfiku, intelektualisci, dziennikarze oraz biz-
nesmeni. 83 wérdd nich takze prezesi innych towarzystw oraz szefowie instytucji
zajmujacych sie tym regionem §wiata.

¥ Rada na SWym zebtaniu zatozycielskim Jjednomysinie stwierdzila, ze biorac
pod uwage rosnace znaczenio Azji rejonu Pacyfiku Polska powinna rozwijaé
gospodarczg i polityczng wspblprace z nia. Zostato to uznane za element uzupel-
niajacy proces integracji Polski ze strukturami atlantyckimi.

2 Rada Przywigzuje szczegdlne znaczenie do rozwoju wspdipracy gospodar-
czej, szkolenia specjalistow, rozwoju badan naukowych, jak tez postepow w dia-
logu miedzy kulturami Zachodu i Wschodu oraz upowszechnienia wiedzy o tym
regionie w Polsce.

FUNDACJA FENIKS

ierani : gospodarczej oraz kul-
Yana zostala w 1997 r. dla wspierania wspolp.racy“ _ -
ﬁ:h(;goj :ll{l réwniez dialogu miedzy Polska a krajami Az_]f‘rejﬁmlj. l"a;:()l(lﬁlfu. il;:z
ja ut: i jiii dla organizacji szkolen, kurséw
tworzyla Akademig Azji i Pacyfikq : - ora
(siggiilzr‘izwzg tematyce gospodarczej, politycznej oll;az k‘ulmr?;nq"q?,;g];ﬁ](zgz
jali ibli fiku, w ktérej znajda si
7 ecjalizowang Bibliotckg Azji i Pa(fy , kac
:iiztyzzge Jkultury, historii, stosunkow politycznych, gospodarczych oraz zycia
spolecznego krajow tego regionu.
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